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abstract

Much of the Web has become more participatory, enabling users to provide content, context, and community. Digital library sites have not adapted to users’ changes in behavior, and, as a result, are likely to seem less current and be less useful to people.

The photo sharing site Flickr <http://flickr.com/> is a particularly useful example of “Web 2.0” or the “read/write web” for libraries. Flickr uses many techniques to make the site more useful for its customers and to better insinuate itself into users lives. 

Those techniques include: tags for fast, lightweight, user-driven metadata; URLs that are short, stable, human-readable, and predictable; comments and notes for users to discuss and elaborate upon photographs; feeds (RSS/Atom) to get information out of the site easily; and an API (or Application Programming Interface) to allow knowledgeable users to extend the site through their own programs and scripts.
While it isn’t hard to imagine how  an academic digital library collection could incorporate many of these ideas (Scholr, anyone?), academic libraries tend to lack important traits or resources that are present in a commercial venture like Flickr, including a  single-minded devotion to improving the user experience, programmers, a critical mass of dedicated users, and sufficient data on our users and how they use our sites.

sites mentioned

Image Database to Enhance Asian Studies (IDEAS): <http://ideas.nitle.org/>

Creative Commons: <http://creativecommons.org/>

PennTags: <http://tags.library.upenn.edu/>

fastr: <http://randomchaos.com/games/fastr/>

Tagnautica: <http://www.quasimondo.com/tagnautica.php>

FlickrStorm: <http://www.zoo-m.com/flickr-storm/>

retrievr: <http://labs.systemone.at/retrievr/>
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“Rote Flora” by Flickr user aemkei
http://flickr.com/photos/aemkei/238401109/
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“garden of the gods VII” by Flickr user theparadigmshifter http://flickr.com/photos/theparadigmshifter/436729333/

“Gateway, Garden of the Gods and Pikes Peak” photo by L.C. McClure, Denver, http://memory.loc.gov [no permalink]

“Fresh Well Water” by Flickr user Eileen Delhi
http://flickr.com/photos/eileendelhi/46652648/ 

“Arena Chapel Satan” uploaded by Rebecca Tucker http://www.flickr.com/photos/70979005@N00/103151479/

“All-Night Coding with TabascoEye” by Flickr user phil_fry
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“240 cobalt contacts: Flickr Tour 21” by Flickr user cobalt123
http://flickr.com/photos/cobalt/47205258
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